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Thank you, Chairwoman McCarthy, for inviting me to testify before your subcommittee.   
 
Thank you, Rep. Platts, for your caring and committed representation of York County, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
My name is George Moore.  I am the Executive Director of Community Progress Council, Inc., 
the federally designated Community Action Agency for York County, Pennsylvania. 
 
For eight years we have had the privilege of administering the Foster Grandparent Program   
(FGP) through a grant from the Corporation for National Community Service.  This program has 
been well received by our board of directors, the agency staff, clients, and the community. 
 
From the FGP volunteers I frequently hear “the program and the children we serve give me a 
reason to get up everyday.”  The mutual benefits that the at-risk youth and foster grandparents 
receive from each other are beyond measure.  Children get compassionate one-to-one attention 
from a caring FGP volunteer.  The volunteers have new purpose and meaning in their life.  In 
addition, being physically active has helped lower blood pressure and lessened the effects of 
disabilities. 
 
Some background on our York County program follows with attached letters about specific 
Foster Grandparents. 
 
In the best interest of families, 

 
George H. Moore 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 



Since the Foster Grandparent started in York County: 
 

 132 volunteers (Foster Grandparents) have served  
 Approximately 375,000 hours 
 42 volunteers have met and well exceeded the President’s challenge by 

serving over 4,000 hours earning them the “Lifetime” Presidential 
Volunteer Service Award  

 
 
Over the past 12 months: 
 

 63 volunteers (Foster Grandparents) have served over 
 58,000 hours serving well over 
 350 children needing individual attention at 
 15 sites in York City and County (5 faith-based) 

 
 

At the end of the 2005-06 school year elementary teachers reported that of the 
children assigned to Foster Grandparents: 
 

 91% of the children demonstrated improvement in reading 
 92% improved in math skills 
 94% showed improvement in spelling skills 

 
 

 
At the end of the 2005-06 school year Head Start teachers reported that of the 
children assigned to Foster Grandparents: 
 

 82% of the children were at age level for cognitive development; 
demonstrating a 7% increase since mid-school year 

 86% were at age level with their social skills which had increased 26% 
since mid-year 

 94% of the Head Start children in the mentoring program were prepared 
to enter Kindergarten in the fall with the skills they would need to be 
successful 
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